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Abstract

In the present monograph a total of seventeen articles from
eight different publications belonging to the first five critical
years of the Persian Constitutional Revolution (1906-11) are
analyzed. These articles stretch from the granting of the
Constitution to the voluntary dissoluiion of the Second
Parliament (Majlis} following Russian threats to occupy the
northeastern religious city of Mashhad.

The findings of this study are presented in two sections. In
the first part the study shows that women's activities in the
form of establishing fraternities, modern schools, educational
opportunities and proper training, acceptance of responsibilities
and participation as equal and not secondary citizens are fully
endorsed by the hiberal newspapers and their patrons.

The second part is a study of the essential keywords
frequently used within these articles and an assessment of the
frequency of each word, Here an attempt is made to determine
the quantitative as well as the quahtative use of each term.
‘Words such as "women," "education,” "civilization," adiacent
to "nation,"” "progress" and "country," can lead one to conclude
that the major aim of these liberal papers was to build a nation
within the framework of the Iranian national culture and
identity. The reformist and modemizing tendencies of the
constitutional revolution ammed at provoking and enticing the
Iramian public into creating a civil society. Within this context,
respect for the rights of women played an essential role.
Creating a modern Iran at par with prevailing international
standards necessitated due respect for Iranian women and the
role they were expected to play in a society about to transform
from a traditional to a modern state.
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