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The Discovery of an Urartu Iuscription in

Iranian Azerbaijan (Survey Report)

Mr. Mashkur The Professor at the University of Tabriz first reported
the discovery of a Cuneiform inscription in Azerbaijan in an article in the Persian

Journal Damnesh vol. 2, nos. 5 & 6 ( 1330/1950. A Photograph of about one —
fourth of the inscription, located in ihe distrisct of Arasbaran, Was Printed with the
article. Offprints of the article Were Sent to Several Scholars, amog them Professor
A. Goetze of Yale University, New Haven, Conn. USA , Who Suggested that the
inal Word of the inscription Might be read as Shanipa, the name of the
Site Of the inscription. Since the full text Was not Printed bec2use of a layer of
accumulated earth over three— quarters of the inscription, Mr. Mashkur Prepared
an expedition to the site itself Where he Could Work on the inscription en situ.

Because of the remoteness of the Site and the difficulties of travel to
it, Mr. Mashkur Was able to arrange a trip only in the Spring of 1953 after the

Snows had melted and the roads had dried. With two Comrade; he travelled to the
Village of Seqendel from the Village of Mushk Anbar. From Seqendel the Site f
the inscription Was near ; he reached it and Cleared the deposit from the Scrface,
took Photos, and Copied the inscription.

The inscription is located in the district of Arasbaran or Qaraja Dagh
near the Village of Seqendel Which latter is 5 Kilometers to the east of the
administrative Center Varzagan ( 42 degrees 39 min. loag. and 38 degrees 31 min.
lat. E, Green.) The inscription is Carved on a rock in the mountain Called Zaghi
or Ghayeh, 2 K lometers north of Seqendel On the Sw Side of the rock is” the
text, 115 Cm. high and 47 Cm. Wide. The insecription has 10 lines.

On top and at the foot of the mountain, and on mounds in the Vicinity,
remains of ancient Settlements may be found. The local inhahitants Speak of
ancie:t graves Which they Call ’Gabur” graves (infidel in the local dialect, and
from Which they dig P.ttery and bronze objects. Mr. Mashkur ob!ained Several

objec:s from the jocal Peo,le and gave th:m to the museum of the Faculy of



Arts)Tabriz). There is no question that this is an important Site for archeological
Work. The elders Of the Village of Seqendel Say that in ancient times a Castle
inhabited by Armenians existed on top of the mountain and that People of
Surrounding Villages Went there to obtain iron objeets. Perhaps this is an echo
from Urartu times.

The objeets reproduced in Photograph in Mr. Mashkur's Persian text
Were found in graves near the Village of Seqendel. They Provide an interesting
link from Arasbaran With Similar objects from Sialk and from the mnecropolis of
Ajindojin, between Qazvin and Teheran.

It is {0 be hoped that archeological Work Will be undertaken in
these important Urartu sites® for little is known of Urartu culture. This cuneiform

inscription is the oldest found in Iran, Save for the Clay tablets from Susa.

English resumé by
Prof. Richard N. Frye

Harvard University.
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