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bot the zuthor hopes that it may be of some use abBo to the

In comclesion, he wishes to take this opportunity to
express hit deep appreciation of the assistance and eocouragement
be has received, from many friends and colleagues,

A, H. Zarrinkub,
Faculty of Letlers,
University of Tehran
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AUTHOR'S NOTE

The present work is a small contribution o the history
nf the ecarly eenturies of Muslim Persia. The auther is, of course,
fully aware that in the present state of our knowledge such an
enterprise will seem rather presumplucus. But because of his laboricous
work of morc than fifteen vears, topether with the comprehensive
product of modern research in this field, he feels encourzged o
meet public demand for o hook of 1hiz kind.

This voiume deals, primatily from 2 soal poinl of view,
at some length with the iast days of the Sassanian Empire, Islam
and its Arabinn background, the Arab ipviesion of Persis, Persia
under the caliphs, the movements of lramian  pationalisis in the
first Abbassid peried.

A shorl survey, of almost all the important sources af
information for the lslamic hwstory of Persia s piven ia the fiest
chapter, though, as may be expected, it has  nol been  possible
1o deal with alt the available martcrial. The author, however, has
iried 1o mhe use of all the matenol at hand.

The author tried o avedd writing 2 mere political hisiory
m the wsual manner of oricnial  historians of the past, bup has
attempled to depict, as fanhtully s poswible, the bfe of the Persians
in the carly peniod of Jslam. Whether he has been successiull in
this effort, it is for the reader to judge

The bouk atms in the first place at the geocral reader,
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