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moreover the lates of them is a relicf, representing Varaharan 1T and his courtiors
and the carlicst a small represeutation of the investiture ceremony in Barm-i
Dilak. Several reliefs are receive a new dating. For instance the seene of the tri-
umph at Bishapur which is ussually assigned to Shapur I (E. Herafeld) or Sha-
pur II (R, Girshman) is scen as a scene depicting the suppression of the rising
in Cast Persia instigated in 283 by the king of Sakastan Ilermizd. On-this re-
lief Varaharan I is represented as the victor.

By resorting to this information we can connect isolated facls in a coherent
order. Chapter VI is based on material of the so called «Kushano-Sasa-
nians coins and the Sasanian reliefs. It is devoted to the conquest of the Kushan
territory by Sasanian shahs. Attribution, date and interpretation of these events
is based mainly on the formal classification of the «Kushano-Sasanians coins
(tlic beginning of the conquests was inc. 360 A.D. and the final conquest and the
issuing of gold «Kushano-Sasanians coins in the years 379—380 A. D.). In
this chapter an attempt is made to examine the problem of the conflict in the
last of Zoroastrianisme with the religions and doctrines which were widespread
throughout the Kushan state and of the results of this conflict as represented and
depicted on «Kushano-Sasanians coins.

Other very important sources which can be used to link these diverse facts
are the lists of nobles and priests attached to the court of Sasanian shahanshahs
during the III—1V centuries. In the main material of this purpose is taken [rem
the inscriptions of Shapur I on «Ka'be-i Zardusts, from the inscriptions of Narse
in Paikulj and in Persepolis and from the inscriptions on gems.

The remaining chapters of the book represent an attempt to givea picture of
a coberent chain of events centered around the facts given above. Chapters 11—
1T are devoted to the formation of the Sasanian State and its first political suc.
cesses and hypotheses are suggested about the nature of kings power inPersia in
the 3rd century (under Papak, Artashir I, and Shapur 1). The Sasanian shahan-
shahs were at that time the wost powerful fay and spiritual rulers of the country.
Tbe Sasanide’s'rule in Iranis analogical in character to the Sasanian’s’ rule in
the region of Pars in the previous period. Probably Iranwas in some way a con
federation of half-independent domains containing with their ancient local dy-
nasties and «domains of the king ol kings and the so called «king’s towns». Under
the first Sasanides tlte «domainy expanded and the local dynasties lost their
independence. This process brought about a tendeney to separatism from the in-
dividual rulers which led to a severe internal crisisat the end of th3rd century.

The fourth chapter is devoted to tlic foimation of the «Sasanian state zoroast-
rianisms. The basic sources of this chapter arc taken from the four inscriptions
of the high priest Xartir. Their content and the examination of a number of
toreutic, relicfs, coins makes it possiblo to draw some approximate conclusions
about the nature of the codificalion of the zoroastrian sacred textes undertaken
by Kartir and about the nature and aims of this codification. Tho strenge
thening of the priesthood and its role in the state modified in particular the natu-
re of king's power — during Kartir’s timo there was a strong tendency to tho
creation of a theocratic state, which likewise led toan internal erisis in the country.

Chapters V—V1 aro devoted to a description of this crisis, based in the main
on information taken from the inscription of Narseh in Paikuli and also from
the valuable testimony of coins, reliefs and other works of art.
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The main sources of this book are the rock inscriptions (the inscription of Shapur I
on ¢Ka'be-i Zardudts, four inscriptions of the high priest, Kartir, the Sasanian
inscriptions of Perscpolis, and others), reliefs, gems and coins of the Persian
shabhanshahs of tho 3rd — 5th centuries. The nature of the sources determined
the basic problems: the formation of tho Sasanian State, the development of
state religion, the history of the internal, dynastic fight for power, and also
tho formation and development of the so-called «cofficial arts. Questions of
political and socio-economic history aro considered in less detail and only
when the sources] used in this book amplify alrecady known faets.

To determine the link hetween the diverse facts (for the period from the
3rd — 5th centuries we arc only concerned with these ones) we can say that co-
ins and] reliefs have the monument of greatest importance which «proclaims
the dynasty and its basic political and idcological ideas. An analisis is given
in the book af the collection of Sasanian coins in the Hermitage and the Moscow
State Historical Muscurn (there are over 4000 specimens which can he attributed
to tho 3rd — 5th centuries in this collection).

Analysis has revealed that differences between the Obv. and Rv. of coins —
sometimes! very minor details, such as the ductus of legends or minor iconograp-
bic details in tho shahanshah's portrait did mnot depend on the mint or the
region of the impire in which they were coined. In Sasanian numismatics, there-
ore, we find that model were widely disturbed throughout all the mints of the
empire and were fairly accurate copied.

The variations of the Obv. and Rv. of coins bad therefors a state signi-
ficance. By means of a formral classification of the coins and their systematisa-
tion in chronological order (relying on the most varied sources) certain types
of coins can be narrowed down to some specific dato — sometimes down to 5—
10 years and in this way can be determined the date at which other features ap-
pear on the Obv. or Rv. of coins. For instance, the coins of Artashir I fall into
G categories for the Obv. and two types for the Rv. (These categories are establis-
bed on the basis of the iconography of the shahanshah's crowns and other attri-
butes of power, legends, representations of the altar on the Ry. etc.). The coins
can beattributed to tho following dates: type I circa 220—227 A. D., type 1la —
227 A.D., types 116, v, r, 1 circa 230—235 A. D., types I1f, IV, Va, V6 — 235—
242, type Vlcirca 242—243 A. D. (chronological classification is based on exam=
ples of Obv.). Coins of Varalran II's reign bave been divided into ten types
for the Obv, and 5 types for the Rv. For the types I—IV the dates 276—283
A. D. arc suggested and for types V—X — 284—293 A. D.

Sasanian reliefs are classified in a similar manner. The iconography of persons
fopresented on them and other sources allows one to determine accurately not
Ol"lly actual events \_vhich they depict but also the persons depicted (excluding
klngs.and gods). This attempt to determine who is precisely depicted sometimes
permits one to say when this or that relief was made i. ¢. to date it not according
to the reign of the king represented as is customary but accurately to the ncarest
flV0.0r teg years. Thus is turns out, for instance, that the famous relief depicting
the investituro of Artashir I in Nagsh-i Rustam was made towards the end of

SUMMARY

bis reign, that the reliefs of Varalran II can bo devided into two specific groups-
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