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Kartir and the Beginning of a Religious Policy in The

Sassanian Era
Tofiq Hoseini 2

Abstract

one of the most important characteristics of the beginning period of the Sassanid dynasty was
the integration of secular and religious power. This integration had two functions: preserving of
unity throughout the country and of the dominance of the Sassanian rulers. Not only as a very
powerful religious leader but also as an extremely influential person who interfered in
policy=making, Kartir played a significant role in 3" century of Iran’s history. By a descriptive-
analytic method, this paper aims to study the aspects of his importance. Aspects such as
strengthening Zoroastrian as the formal religion of the country, fortifying of the power and
dominance of the Sassanids and increasing of the clerics power in the society. In view of
AntoioGramsci’s theory of political Hegemony, Kartir plays a great role in gaining the political
power and founding a legitimacy power.

Keywords: Kartir, religious policy, religious minorities , the Sassanids.
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