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understanding in form of articles, books' lectures
and thus contributed to the theoretical founds of
the movement and eventually to the acceleration
of the take - off process. It is well worth noting
that the Iranian nation in turn valued the
movement which was truly in depth and genuine.

In this book the author has made full
endeavor to analyze the thoughts of all the
Movement contributors. In fact the main motive
has been to introduce the perspectives and ideas
of the Mashrouteh leaders who paved the way to
victory by raising such civil concepts like law,
social justice, freedom, etc.

Among the contributors introduced, is M. T.
AmirKabir whose primary reformist proceedings
fostered every latter anti - despotism current,
although he may not be categorized as of the
theoreticians.

Mehran. AmirAhmadi
Sep. 30, 2002



FOREWORD

More than one century before the outset of the
third millenium the Iranian society witnessed its
most significant socio - political event, namely
"Mashrouteh" (Constitutional Monarchy)
Movement which opened up new horizons on
every aspect for the Iranian nation; that’s to say,
Mashrouteh Movement was a radical public -
based rethinking of the Iran’s despotism - stricken
institutions and manifested as rights like
citizenship, democracy and a sanctified
constitutional law.

In this regard, Intellectuals and clergy can well
be identified as the two leading strata in
mobilizing the grass roots to yield a powerful
wave, which put an end to the time’s fading
feudalism.

However, the movement while being short -
lived, recorded itself as a turning point in
flourishing of true public awareness. In fact
Mashrouteh was the manifestation of the
incompatibilities between modernization
necessities and old fashioned traditions in a
historical context.

Contribution of the Intellectuals of the time
who had frepuent contacts with western societies
can never be ignored as they instilled "fresh”
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