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"' have several times travelled over the greater part of India, and have had
personal and epistolary intercourse with the natives distinguished for their
rank or learning , but though | have known more than a hundred who
possessed copies of the Shah Nameh , | never met or heard of one who
had read a tenth part of it , and few who had read even a thousand
Cuplets . The work is always praised , but seldom looked at . A few
hundred verses are committed to memory , and quoted by all who pre-
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