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English publisher's note

The origin of this book requires a brief explanation. Part I, by Dr.
Nora K. Chadwick, is a reprint, with small afjustments, of her
long chapter on Tatar epics in the third volume of The Growth of
Literature (Cambridge, 1940), Part II, by Professor Zhirmunsky,
consists of material published for the first time. Its purpose is to
carry forward Dr. Chadwick's work by adding to it the reluts of
research done in the Soviet Union, and by bringing the
bibliography up to date.

The Syndics of the the Press are making Dr. Chadwick's work
available again at the suggestion of Professor Zhirmunsky. "The
Growth of Literature', he wrote, 'seems to me today to be the
most comprehensive, competent and exhaustive study of the
subject.' This Comparatively inexpensive reissue of one of the
longer chapters from it will bring Dr. Chadwick's work to the
notice of a wider audience.
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