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INSTITUTE OF CENTRAL AND WEST ASIAN STUDIES
(UNIVERSITY OF KARACHI)

Ready for Release

1- CENTRAL ASIA: HISTORY, POLITICS AND CULTURE: being the
Proceedings of the International Conference on Central Asia. November 1993.
Edited by Dr. Riazul Islam, Dr. Kazi A. Kadir and Dr. Javed Husain.

In the Press
2- UNSRAT NAMA-] TARKHAN by Muhammad B. Mirak Bayazid Purani.
Edited by Dr. Ansar Zahid Khan. A rare work on the history of Sindh
compiled during Akbar’s reign, of which there is only one known manuscript
in the world.

3- EMERGING STATES AND SOCIETIES OF POST-SOVIET CENTRAL
ASIA, being the 4th Syed Hussamuddin Rashdi Memorial Lecture, by Dr.
Ajaz Shafi Gilani.

4- "ULAMA-i UZBEKISTAN (in Urdu) by Maulana Abdus Salam Khan,
being an account of the scholars of Central Asia, mainly of Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan.

5- MAQALAT-i SYED HUSSAMUDDIN RASHDI (in Urdu), compiled and
edited by professor Ghulam Mohammad Lakho.

Under preparation
6- Sindhi Translation by Professor Nawaz Ali Shouk: of Professor Annemarie
Schimmel’s Lecture: MAKLI HILL: A Centre of Islamic Culture in Sindh.

7- SYED HUSSAMUDDIN RASHDI'S LETTERS TO DR. MOHAMMAD
BAQIR (in Urdu). Compiled and edited by Dr. Khizar Naushahi.



were deliberately magnified out of all proportion, need to be
heavily discounted in order to establish the correct historical
truth. |

The Ruznama-ye Ghazawat-i Hindustan is the second book
edited by Professor Iraj Afshar that we have the privilege to
publish. Eerlier we had the pleasure to publish Hasan bin Shihab
Yazdi’s Jami*al-Tawarikh-i Hasani, edited by him. This betokens
one of our most important objectives, namely, the promotion of
cultural and academic collaboration between Pakistan, Iran and
other Central Asian countries.

It is apleasure to acknowledge the valuable help and assistance
rendered by our well-known scholar Dr. Muhammad Saleem
Akhtar in sorting out matters and problems pertaining to the
preparation of the text of the Ruznama-ye Ghazawat-i-Hindustan
and its publication on behalf of the Institute of Central and West
Asian Studies, with the distingushed editor of the text, Professor
Agqai Iraj Afshar. His presence in L.R. Iran during this period was
for. us truly fortuitous. Problems which would have entailed
prolonged correspondence, were settled by him in no time by
keeping in personal touch with Professor Afshar. On behalf of
the Institute I offer him our most sincere thanks.

Riazul Islam



Next before the march on Delhi, Amir Timur took three omen
from the Hbly Quran :all the three were favourable for the
undertaking against the infidels (pp. 110 - 11). This creates an
aura of jihad or holy war against infidels, while the campaign was
directed against a Muslim state and its Muslim ruler. Next, in the
case of Meerut (Mirath), after mentioning its Afghan
commanders, the people of the place and its fighters are
repeatedly described as gabr (i. e. Hindus), giving the impression
as if the war was against the Hindus (pp. 126-31). One has only to
tum back to, say, p.39, and read the account of the conquest of
Isfahan where we learn that all the soldiers outside the city were
massacred and later the people of the city were also put to sword,
and here too the Holy Quran is cited in support of the
proceedings. This shows that the ultimate motive, purpose and
manner of dealing with the opponent were the same whether the
target was Isfahan or Hindustan.

This aspect of the matter has its parallel in those accounts of
Muslim conquest of India during the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries which were composed in the Fath-nama (proclamation
of victory) style in which horrendous descriptions of massacres
and bloodshed were favourite features. (See for instance Taj
ud-din Hasan Nizami’s Taj al-Ma’athir , completed in 1217 A.D,,
or the five historical mathnawis of Amir Khusrau (d. 1325) as well
as his Khaza’in al-Futuh.) All such accounts - whether in
Nizami’sTaj al-Ma’athir, or in Khusrau’s historical writings, or in
the Riznama-ye Ghazawat-i Hindistan or in the various
Zafar-namas of Timur - in which the slaughters of Non-Muslims




given. The geographical names and locations are also marked by
precision, part of the credit for this should of course go to the
original compiler, Maulana ‘Umar.

There is one crucially important issue which needs to be
examined closely, but concisely so as to fit in within the
framework of the Prefatory Note. This is the heightened
communal twist given in the accounts of Timur’s invasion and
capture of the various cities and forts. A few examples should
suffice: First, in the account of the preparations for the Indian
invasion, it is mentioned that his purpose was to exalt the word of
God and the standard of Islam and that he had come to know
that in the countries of Sind and Hind the gabrs, the
idol-worshippers and infidels of various kinds were forcing the
people towards deviation and apostasy, and so Timur resolved to
launch "jihad" against them (pp. 58-9). Next in the course of the
siege of the fort of Bhatnir, the Muslim commander Daljin and
later his brother Kamal ud-din made their submission. But the
Muslim and Hindu fighters inside the fort resolved to fight and
defend the fort. They were defeated and the fort was completely
destroyed, and in the consequence ten thousand male Hindus
were massacred (pp. 91 - 95). The fact that the chief commanders
of the fort were Muslims, and Muslim inmates of the fort joined
in its defence leaves little doubt that there was a sizable Muslim
component in the populace of the fort. There can be no manner
of doubt that the ten thousand massacred, would have included a
good number of Muslims. Yet only Hindus are mentioned as the
victim of the massacre.



comments on the subject.

The prefatory Note by the tradition of the Institute of Central
& West Asian Studies publications is not the place to discuss the
issues involved in the book concerned. But a few remarks would
not be out of place. The most important and indeed the major
- part of the Ruznama is the one entitled the Saadat Nama which
deals with the Indian campaigns of Amir Timur. The detailed
chronological data of these campaigns and connected events were
compiled originally by a highly learned and revered scholar,
Maulana Nasir ud-din‘Umar, who had accompanied Timur in the
course of the Indian campaigns. He also took a slight yet
significant part in the campaigns, for in the general slaughter of
prisoners outside Delhi, he also killed ten prisoners, even though
in all his life he had not slaughtered even a goat (p. 108). It was
this detailed data which was later handed over to Ghiyath ud-din
‘Ali Yazdi for working it into a properly composed book. The
instruction given by Timur to the writer is truly remarkable: he
was to write it in a language free from all artificiality (‘ibarat az
takalluf dur) and very close to understanding (be-fahm nazdik).
This observation reflects well on Timur and is congruent with Ibn
Khaldun’s well-known tribute to his intellectual powers. It is
remarkable that while the account of the pre-Indian campaigns in
this book is written in the traditional, ornamented style, the
portion dealing with India answers well to the instructions given
by Timur. Another quality worth noting is the precision of details:
not only the date, the day and the month are mentioned but in
most cases even the time of the day of the event described is also



PREFATORY NOTE

It was about five years ago that Professor Iraj Afshar, one of
the senior most scholars of The Islamic Republic of Iran, wrote
to us enquiring whether the Institute of Central and West Asian
Studies would be interested in publishing Ghiyath al-din Ali
Yazdi’s Ruznama-ye Ghazawat-i Hindustan. This is a highly
important source work and had indeed served as one of the main
sources of Sharaf al-din Ali Yazdi and Nizam Shami. The
concerned body of the Institute of Central & West Asian Studies
took no time in accepting Professor Afshar’s proposal. He
requested us to obtain a copy of the Punjab University (Lahore)’s
manuscript of the work, and also a copy of the manuscript in the
Tashkent Library. The Pakistan ambassador at Tashkent, H.E.
Mr. Shafqat Ali Shaikh, took a personal interest in respect of the
Tashkent manuscript and it was owing to his efforts that in
October 1995 we were able to obtain a microfilm of the
manuscript. The Punjab University Library also obliged us by
sending a copy of their manuscript of the Ruznama. Thus both
the required copies were supplied to Professor Afshar. Professor
Afshar was able to collect copies of several other manuscripts
from the LR. of Iran and abroad. Working with his usual
thoroughness he was able to produce an authentic text of the
important work. He placed us under additional obligation by
undertaking the printing of the work at Tehran. Professor Iraj
Afshar in his learned introduction has given a full account of the
manuscripts of the work consulted as well as of the earlier edition
of the work (Petergrad, 1915). This obviates the need of any



In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Like a very large sea, the rich Islamic culture of Iran has produced
countless waves of handwritten works. In truth these manuscripts are
the records of scholars and great minds, and the hallmark of us Iranians.
Each generation has the duty to protect this valuable heritage, and to
strive for its revival and restoration, so that our own historical, cultural,
literary, and scientific background be better known and understood.

Despite all the efforts in recent years for recognition of this country’s
written treasures, the research and study done, and the hundreds of
valuable books and treatises that have been published, there is still
much work to do. Libraries inside and outside the country preserve
thousands of books and treatises in manuscript form which have been
neither identified nor published. Moreover, many texts, even though
they have been printed many times, have not been edited in accordance
with scientific methods and are in need of more research and critical
editions.

Responsibility of the revival and publication of manuscripts is a
researchers and cultural institutions. The Written Heritage Publication
Centre, in pursuing its cultural goals, has sponsored these goals through
the efforts of researchers and editors and with the participation of
publishers, it may have a share in the publication of this written
heritage, presenting a valuable collection of texts and sources to the

friends of Islamic Iranian culture and society.

The Written Heritage Publication Centre
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