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| earnestly hope that the lovers of mystic thought and
Persian literature that form the common heritage of lIran and
Pakistan, will appreciate this work and with it, the feelings of
fraternity and the bonds of culture between these brotherly
countries will be further strengthened. There is no doubt that
these bonds of a common heritage and culture, can bring the
people of iran and Pakistan still closer together.

| am extremely grateful to Dr. Ali Akbar Jafarey, Director,
Iran Pakistan institute of Persian Studies, for his liberal gesture of
arranging the publication of this work. .| am also thankful to
Mr. Muhammad Hussain Tasbihi and all other friends with whose
co-operation | accomplished this task.

MALIK MUHAMMAD IQBAL.

Rawalpindi Department of Islamic Studies
12th November, 1975. Government College,
Rawalpindi.
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(chain of Masters of Designs). Because it was a tradition of the
Masters to work entirely within the social frame.work of the
culture in which they operate, the Nagshbandies in the Middle
East and the Central Asia gained the repute of belng mainly
Muslim pietists.

The Nagshband! school was founded by Bahi-al-Din on the
verifiable and impeccable authority of his predecessors in the
unbroken and documented succession of spiritual pedigree.
Little does anyone know, however, how little these externals
(which satisfy & person by their moral repute) count in comparison
with the fundamental Truth of Experience, which is their
Invisible, powerful inheritance.

All dervish teachers employ formalities through which they
project their teachings, The dervish Orders were originally
set up for the purpose of regularizing and making available to
selected candidates the special techniques, perfected by the
founder of each Order. These Orders which are generally
known in the East (including the four major Orders mentioned
above) have stabilized their rituals and membership on the
basis of Eastern culture and the religion of Islam.

Surely these Orders have infused a great vigour among
the Muslims to follow the outward and inward injunctions of
Islamic teachings and have contributed a lot in bringing different
nationalities together by providing a common platform for the
entire human race and thus integrating the mankind. In addition
to Arabic, Persian language was adopted by these Muslim mystics
to express themselves, Thus Persian language was raised to
the positicn of lingua franca of the Muslim world especially in
the East and millions of comprehensive and short books were
written by Muslim scholars, thinkers and mysties. Risala-i-Qudslyya
is one of such eminent works in Persian language.



In editing this invaluable manuscript “Risalah-i-Qudsiyyah”
available in the collections of the Ganj Bakhsh Library of the
Iran Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies, and presenting It to the
lovers of religious literature in general and Sufism In particular,
| have made efforts to write biographical sketches of Khwaja
Baha-ud-Din Nagshband and Khwaja Muhammad Pirsa and some
explanatory notes in addition to an introduction.

Risalah-1-Qudsiyyah Is the most valuable composition of a
few sayings of Khwaja Baha-ud-Din Nagshband, through the
dedication of his Khalifa Khwija Muhammad Pirsi who
elaborated them In the most fascinated manner and he made full
use of the writings of the previous Muslim Scholars, learned men
and mystics who were accepted as authorities in this matter. His
masterly dealing of the subjects selected by -him, prove him to
be a great scholar, commentator, logician, lecturer, philosopher,
poet, critic and a great mystic of his age. He commands great
reverence and veneration among the followers of Nagshbandi
Order due to the immense services rendered by him to the cause
of expansion of the Order. Previous to Khwaja Baha-ud-Din
Nagshband, the Order was Known as Silsila-I-Khwijagin (Order
of the Masters), but he invigorated it with such a personal impact
that it resuited in the change of its name,

The dervish school called ‘the Khwajagan" rose in the
Central Asia and greatly influenced the Islamic worid. The
Order flourished along with other Orders such as Qadiri, Chishti
" and Suhrawardi. The Order gave rise to many specialist schools
which adopted various names, Many authorities regard it as the
earliest of all mystical chains and transmissions, Khwaja
Baha-ud-Din Naqshband is one of the greatest personages of
this school and after him, it was known as Silsila-i-Nagshbandia




BSlpand

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Praise be to Alfah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and
blessings of Allah be upon the Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
and all of his followers. But for His Kindness, | could not have
completed this strenuous task of editing a masterpiece of the
Nagshbandi Order.

It was during the summer of 1348 A. H., when | was just
a boy of seven that my beloved father, M. llahi Bakhsh, took me
to his spiritual guide, Hazrat Khwaja Muhammad Qasim
(d. 1362 A.H. 1943 A.D.) a famous saint of Nagshbandi Order,
having more than a million of his disciples. He lived at Muhra
Sharif near Murree, in Rawalpindi District. Thus | began to love
this Order and finally at the age of 17, | also joined this Order
at the hands of Khwaja Muhammad Qasim and began to practise
the spiritual exercises of this Order. Thus a love for Sufism and
mystic literature remained present in my mind and heart all
through these decades. | developed an interest in .Persian
language and literature right from early age. This made it easier
for me to quench my thirst for knowledge and after going through
many Persian works and the three immense volumes of the letters
of Shaikh Ahmad Sarhindi, the Mujaddid Alf-i-Thani (d. 1034 A.H.)
| became an absolute Nagshbandi. From his writings, the names
of Khwaja Baha-ud-Din Nagshband (d.79} A.H./d. 1389 A.D.)
and Khwaja Muhammad Parsa (d.822 A.H.) went deep into my
soul and the present work is the outcome of this very fact of my
intellectual pursuits and spiritual affiliation.
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understanding between them through mutual friendly co-operation
in these fields, have decided to conclude this Agreement on
co-operation in the fields of Culture and Education.”

And the constitution defines the objectives of the Institute :
- “Pakistan is the proud possessor of a cultural heritage which has
been enriched through centuries by the Persian Language,
Literature and Art. In order to preserve and develop this
heritage further ‘an lIran Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies’
'shall be established in Pakistan jointly by the Ministry of Educatior
and Scientific Research, Government of Pakistan and Ministr
of Culture and Art, Imperial Government of lran.........for arn
indefinite period." ’

One of the steps taken towards achieving the above-
mentioned objective is the research on the life and sayings of
great pioneer saints who spread the message of Islam through
Persian. Here is the work of a scholar, Professor Malik
- Muhammad Igbal, on the great saint of Bukhara, Khwaja Baha-al-Din
Nagshband. '

It is hoped that this humble contribution will illuminate a
rather dim corner of the wealthy wide world of the Pakistani
Culture and will present the identity of the Common Cultural
Heritage of Iran and Pakistan.

Ali A. Jafarey,
Rawalpindi, Pakistan Director,
t1th March, 1975. Iran Pakistan
Institute of Persian Studies




In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

The conception of the establishment of the Iran Pakistan
Institute of Persian Studies formalized with the will—will to
patronize Learning and promote Culture—of His Imperial Majesty
Shahanshah Aryamehr of [ran and His Excelency the President
of Pakistan translated in the joint communique of 4th November,
1969.

The Ministry of Culture and Art of Iran and the Ministry
of Education and Scientific Research of Pakistan were entrusted
with the task of drawing and implementing the project. The
good will and the zeal of co-operation displayed by the authorities
responsible was to such an extent that as soon as the bare outlines
of the project emerged clear, preliminary steps were taken to
implement it. The nucleus of the Institute was formed in form
of a central office at Rawalpindi and it began functioning with
no loss of time. ‘

On 23rd October, 1971, the Governments of lIran
and Pakistan signed the Agreement ‘regarding establishment
of the lIran Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies in Pakistan’.
The Institute stood established.

The Agreement begins: “The Imperial Government of
Iran and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
being desirous of strengthening and perpetuating the bonds of
cultural, educational and linguistic co-operation between the two
countries and with the object of arriving at the greatest possible
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