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Kegan Paul, London, 1969), p. 290.
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n our everyday life, do we behave in a way which acts out a

set of beliefs and ideas which we have adopted? Or is it the

other way round: we adjust our ideas and norms to rationalize
actions which we have already had imposed upon us?

This is one of the themes in the essays in this book. In the
leading essay, “What is Snobbery?”, the habit of judging the same
phenomenon by using substantially different criteria has been
examined with regard to matters of art, class and taste. The
author concludes that everyone may be a bit snobbish, while the
most obsessive cases of snobbery involve making painstaking
efforts to maintain one’s real or imaginary distinctions.

Other essays are observations on themes including: censorship
as a self-serving tactic to punish posterity; the concept of future as
perceived in the classical Persian literature and in the contem-
porary social thought; nostalgia as the emotional juxtaposition of
different ages and worlds; the keeping of diaries and writing of
(sometimes fictitious) memoirs as a way of ostensibly defying
oblivion; the Iranian habit of going to unreasonable extremes
when extolling the deceased in obituaries; plagiarism as contrasted
with coincidence in creativity, inspiration and imitation; what
seems to be the chronic righ-wing bias of Iranian film critics as
against the inclination of Iranian intellectuals at large to sym-
pathize with the left along the deep-rooted suspicion of the
intellectual towards the mammon; the tendency of some Iranian
public figures to regard appearing on the front page of the foreign
press as an indication of significance, thus taking newsworthiness
as an invariably positive value; and celebrity (“famous for being

famous™) as a social distinction and a sort of ‘spiritual vitamin.’
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